
 

 

 

 

 

Nightingale Primary School 

PUPIL PREMIUM POLICY 

 

What is Pupil Premium? The National Picture  

Pupil Premium was introduced by the Government in April 2011. It was designed to give 

additional money to support schools in raising the attainment of children who receive free 

school meals and those children in local authority care. These groups of children have been 

identified nationally as achieving at a lower level than children from less disadvantaged 

backgrounds. For example, national figures show that 11 year olds who are eligible for Free 

School Meals are around twice as likely not to achieve Level 4 in maths and English as 

other 11 year olds.  

 

 

Where does the money come from?  

 

Pupil Premium is allocated to schools based on the number of children who are currently 

known to be eligible for Free School Meals and children who have been looked after in 

local authority care.  

 

The level of Pupil Premium in 2015/16 was £1320 per pupil.  

The purpose of the Pupil Premium is to help schools to provide targeted support for 

vulnerable children - not necessarily just children who qualify for FSM.  

 

“It is for schools to decide how the Pupil Premium, allocated to schools per FSM pupil, is 

spent, since they are best placed to assess what additional provision should be made for 

the individual pupils within their responsibility.”  Source - DfE website  

 

The funding is therefore given to schools to spend as they think best, although there is a 

requirement to publish online how this money is spent.  

 

 

 



Pupil Premium at Nightingale Primary School  

The school has a proportion of children who are eligible for pupil premium.  

At Nightingale Primary School, we are committed to ensuring all our children make the 

best possible progress. Staff meet termly to evaluate childrens progress and identify 

pupils additional needs; interventions and additional support are then planned using a class 

provision map. Tracking the achievement of every child on a regular basis ensures we can 

do all we can to ensure all children achieve to their full potential. We have a duty to 

ensure that no group of children are disadvantaged due to their gender, ethnic origin or 

family income or background. Therefore, staff are assigned to ensure these groups of 

children are closely monitored and supported accordingly.  

We are well staffed at Nightingale Primary School and children in all year groups learn in 

classes where the staff team includes a teacher and support staff. Children are familiar 

with working in groups of different sizes, at different times of the day, with different 

adults. Children of all abilities have the opportunity to work on a 1:1 basis or in a small 

group with an adult. This enables us to respond to childrens needs accordingly. The Pupil 

Premium funding has allowed us to continue and extend what we already do - to monitor 

children's progress and to give additional support when required. Children are certainly 

not singled out or stigmatised for receiving additional support and we would never label a 

child in front of other children for receiving free school meals or being in care.  

In the financial year 2015/16 Nightingale Primary School received £165,300 pupil 

premium funding, which was used to provide children with appropriate support to make the 

expected progress in their learning. This funding was put towards the costs of providing 

one or more of the following:  

 Effective feedback on pupil’s performance. We will continue to review and 

evaluate our marking policy. This will include new developments in the use of 

assessment for learning and feedback. We will train and support our new teachers 

to implement this policy that ensures that the children understand what they have 

learned and what they needed to do next in each lesson.  

 Booster sessions. We will continue to provide this for pupils in Year 5 and Year 6 

who are not making sufficient progress in reading, writing and mathematics and/or 

are at risk of not achieving at least a level 4 in all subjects by the end of Year 6.  

 Development of peer feedback and support. We will continue to develop this. 

Staff will be trained to support children to give each other constructive feedback 

on their work. We will further develop the practice of peer tuition.  

 Early Literacy Support. We continue to provide focussed teaching for small groups 

in EYFS and Key Stage 1 to ensure that children have good levels of literacy 

(including phonics) by the time they leave Year 2. The grant contributes to paying 

for teaching assistants who support children by leading phonics groups and listening 

to children read and providing 1:1 speech and language support. 



 Purchasing additional teaching resources which enable children to make 

accelerated progress in their learning. We will continue to evaluate our use of 

teaching resources in light of educational research and good teaching practice in 

order to provide good quality resources for learning.  

 Enrichment of the curriculum. We will continue our programme of out of school 

visits to support pupils’ engagement in their learning.  

 Parenting Support. We will continue to work with all of our families to ensure that 

all pupils attend school every day by the use of careful monitoring and prizes for 

good attendance.  

 Peer Mentoring support. We will continue to use peer mentors to support groups of 

children with a range of needs in order to improve their attitude to school and 

learning.  

 Pupil Progress Meetings. We will continue to hold termly meetings with staff in 

each class to discuss the progress of each child in reading, writing and maths. These 

meetings will be used to plan and evaluate interventions for children at risk of not 

making at least good progress and/or achieving age-related levels at the end of the 

year.  

 

How do we know if this is making a difference. We track the progress of all of our 

pupils in school on a half termly basis and we compare children according to different 

characteristics including FSM. The DFE also publish our results in a report called 

RAISEonline which analyses our school data. The figures for our school demonstrate that 

there is no significant difference in the attainment and progress of children who are 

entitled to FSM and those who are not. FSM children are achieving as well as non-FSM 

children. Our most recent Ofsted report (July 2014) judged our schools provision for our 

most vulnerable groups of children as “outstanding”. 

 

For the financial year 2016/17, Nightingale Primary School Primary School has received 

£161,640.   

 

If you have any questions or would like to know more about Pupil Premium funding and how 

it is being used to benefit your child, please speak to the headteacher.  

 

If you think your child may possibly be eligible for free school meals, even if you don't 

want your child to eat school meals, please fill in a claim form. Every child who is eligible 

generates valuable income for the school.  

 

 

For more details on Pupil Premium please visit:  

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/pupilsupport/premium 

 

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/pupilsupport/premium
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