Wishing you all a very happy half term from me and the rest of the team. We
trust that the new school year has started well for you all – there has
certainly been a great learning buzz around the school!
You’ll all know that this has been my first ‘proper’ half term at Nightingale. I
have enjoyed meeting so many of you and learning about the many parts
of our school; all which bring us together with a strong sense of wanting to
do what is right to support the children and see them flourish.
This half term we have begun to learn about our new school values:
Respect, Courage, Compassion and Friendship so that they shape how
we behave and treat each other. To begin with we have focussed on Respect and
Compassion. Our children have embarked on a journey to gain a deeper understanding of the true
meaning of these values so that they are able to show them at school and beyond our school gates –
they should be showing them at home too! They have even started to identify them in each other! It
has been heart-warming to hear from staff and children how they have been showing these in school
and hearing about the acts of kindness that have come as a result.

Respect

Your children have decided that:
Respect is:
Thinking and feeling a positive way towards yourself and others;
Following the Golden Rules;
Respecting others by listening to them and taking their feelings into account;
Using good manners;
Respecting the environment by looking after it.
Compassion is:

Compassion

Caring for yourself and your body inside and out;
Being kind and gentle;
Understanding the difficulties others face;
Caring for the Earth and the environment by being mindful and not wasteful about what we use and
how we throw things away.
All of us want the children to grow up as happy individuals who live well together. It is vital that we all
act as good role models for our children and live these values. Please do praise your children when
you see them showing respect and compassion.
Next half term we shall begin learning about Courage and Friendship and what they mean to us.
Have a very happy half term break with family and friends - in a COVID safe way of course!
Mrs Hannah Beckett
Headteacher
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Spring Half Term
Monday 15th - Friday 19th February

OCTOBER
Friday 23rd

Monday 22nd

INSET day

Friday 1st

Last day of Spring term

NOVEMBER

Easter Holiday
Friday 2nd - Friday 16th April

Monday 2nd

First day back in school after half term

Wednesday 18th

School photographer - Individual & Siblings photographs

Thursday 26th

Travelling Book Fair

Friday 18th

Last day of Autumn Term

Date TBC

Monday

First day of Spring Term

Date TBC

Bikeability (Year 6)

Minstead Residential (Year 4)

JUNE

INSET day

Tuesday 5th

First day of Summer Term

Summer Half Term
Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June

JANUARY
4th

Monday 19th

MAY

DECEMBER
Children’s Christmas Dinner

First day back in school after half term

APRIL

Autumn Half Term
Monday 26th - Friday 30th October

Thursday 17th

FEBRUARY

Monday 7th

INSET day

Tuesday 8th

First day back in school after half term

Friday 25th

INSET day

JULY
Date TBC

Brecon Beacons Residential (Year 6)

Friday 23rd

Last day of Summer Term
Summer Holidays
Monday 26th - Wednesday 1st September

P l e a s e n o t e - A l l d a t e s / e ve n t s a r e s u b j e c t t o c h a n g e

We welcome to Nightingale…

Mrs Watson
Teacher, Robin

Mrs Brown
Teacher, Woodpecker

Ms Stirling
1:1, Woodpecker

1:1, Skylark

Mr Sharp

Miss Sheehan
Teacher, Wagtail

Mrs Wyatt
Admin Manager

WELCOME!
Mrs Gingham
LSA, Owl

Miss Ludlow
LSA, Wagtail

Mrs Bundy
Mrs Johnson
Lunchtime supervisor Lunchtime supervisor

Parking & Anti-social behaviour
Recently we have been receiving a large number of complaints from
parents and local residents about dangerous and inconsiderate
parking and anti-social behaviour.
We strive for the safety of our children, parents and staff and the
local community and ask that when parking you do so sensibly, safely
and considerately at all times, ensuring you do not endanger or
obstruct pedestrians and other road users.
When parking or waiting, please remember:
★

You must not park or wait where restrictions are in place such as yellow lines or school entrance
markings.

★

You must not park or wait by pedestrian crossings or areas marked by zig zags or school keep
clear markings.

★

Please do not obstruct our neighbours drives, park on a pavement, across a dropped kerb,
opposite or close to a junction or on grassed verges such as Raven Square.
We appreciate that the majority of our parents walk and/or drive to school
and park responsibly and for your good example and for being an excellent
role model, we would like to thank you. Your cooperation in this matter is
appreciated.

May we also kindly ask parents to be
courteous and respectful to our
neighbours and their properties at all
times. Please therefore do not drop
litter in gardens, enter or congregate in driveways or sit on
walls. We all need to work together to safeguard our children.
This includes being a role model and modelling acceptable
behaviour, especially how we speak to one another.
Unfortunately the school has no power or jurisdiction over parking issues or anti social behaviour
beyond the school gates. Should you witness any incidents or have any concerns we urge you to
report these to the police on 101 or the local council.

Parent Information
Our friendly team of staff are on hand to deal with queries relating to available school
places, meals, trips and absences. If you would like to speak to a member of the office
team please call 023 8061 3588 or email us on adminoffice@nightingale.hants.sch.uk. The office is
open between 8.30 am and 4pm. An answerphone is available outside of office hours.
Communications from school (emails & letters)
All correspondence such as letters and notifications from school will be sent out via email. Please
therefore ensure the office has your correct email address. If you have recently changed your
email address you can notify us via the SIMS Parentlite app. Copies of letters and emails can be
found here. The website is also a useful source of information about the school, events and what’s
coming up.
Please check your email regularly so you do not miss anything important from school.
Reporting sickness
If your child is unwell and unable to come to school, please call the office to notify us as soon as
possible, and on every day of their absence, on 023 80613588. This will enable us to update the
register appropriately.
If you are unsure whether to send your child to school, please read the following guidance here.
Medical appointments
Please can we ask that when making any appointments for your child, to try to arrange nonurgent or non-specialist appointments (e.g. opticians, dentist and GP) for times that are outside of
the school day or during the school holidays.
If this is unavoidable and an appointment has to be made within school hours please advise the
office in the first instance so the absence can be recorded accordingly.
If your child will be late into school due to an appointment please call the School Office on 023
8061 3588 and leave a message before 9.00am stating your child’s name, class and type of
appointment and advise which option for lunch they will require, as this will need to be ordered
with cook by 9.30am at the very latest. If the office are not aware that your child requires a
school dinner you will need to provide them with a home packed lunch.
If your child needs to leave during the lunch break please can we ask that you arrange to collect
them 10 minutes prior to the start of the lunchtime session. Although the school office is manned
throughout the school day we cannot guarantee that we will be able to find your child once they
are out on the playground as easily, which may delay your departure.
End of day changes
If your child is being collected by somebody different and unknown to the class teacher, please
ensure that your child, their teacher and the office are made aware of these arrangements in
the morning. However we appreciate that on rare occasions during the school day, things can
change and the school office needs to be made aware of any changes so they can pass the
message on to your child and their class teacher.

Harvest Festival
On 5 October we held our first virtual Harvest Service which all
years were able to participate in. As we were reflecting on the
value of compassion, we requested donations of food for those
less fortunate than ourselves. We were overwhelmed by the generosity
of our parents who donated over 25 crates of food. These contributions were
then passed to Eastleigh Basics Bank, for distribution locally to those in need of
support
More information on the Basics Bank can be found at https://
eastleighbasicsbank.co.uk or by calling 07563 609994. Please click here to view their
2020 Schools Harvest message, starring Dave Keating and Cupboard Bear!

Attendance corner
During this pandemic, as we all learn to adjust to what has become the new “norms” of our lives, I
am sure you will agree that regular attendance and punctuality are more important than ever for the
academic, social and emotional development of our children. To quote Whitney Houston, children are
after all, “our future.”
Yes, I know, for those music buffs out there, the original song was written by Michael Masser and
Linda Creed and recorded in 1977 by George Benson!
In order for your children to take full advantage of the educational opportunities of the “catch-up”
curriculum and beyond, it is vital that they are at school, on time, every day the school is open,
unless the reason for their absence is unavoidable.
The current generation have missed enough days of school. Whilst it has always been the case,
please remember that …

Every Day Counts!

If you are having any difficulties getting your child into school, please remember the following;
Don’t cover up their absence
Don’t give in and keep them home – this gives the impression that school attendance is not
important and will likely make the situation worse.
Do talk to us. We want to help and have many tricks up our sleeves! Please contact your
child’s teacher in the first instance, however I am always happy to help too.
Thank you
Hayley Sharp
Welfare Leader

A super start for our new starters!
The EYFS team have had a wonderful first month at school getting
to know our newest pupils and their families.

The EYFS children began by attending school in small groups to
familiarise themselves with the staff, classrooms and their new
classmates. Then after a further week of part time attendance the
Woodpeckers and Kingfishers started attending school full time and
have since continued to impress the staff and their families with
how quickly and confidently they have settled in.

The children have adapted to the new rules and routines of school
and have been receiving lots of compliments around the school
particularly for their wonderful lunchtime behaviour and their
‘fantastic walking’!

Lots of outdoor learning has taken place; making the most of our
beautiful grounds and the September sun. The children are excited
to start visiting the woods and using the adventure playground in the
coming weeks.

Phonics and Maths Lessons are underway and PE lessons started this
week with an introduction to the PE hall and group games.

What a wonderful start to the year EYFS!

A great transition to Year 1!
The Year 1 team have been really impressed with the children
who have moved into Year 1, especially considering their first year
at Nightingale was cut short so abruptly!
The children have transitioned into their new classes seamlessly and have already
impressed us with their positive attitudes and behaviour for learning, their thirst for
learning, their curiosity, their creativity and their kindness.
So far this term, the children have had the opportunity to rebuild and start new friendships. They have
quickly adapted to the new rules and routines in school and have been regularly praised for their
behaviour, particularly their ‘fantastic walking’ around the school.
We have been fortunate with the weather, which has enabled us to continue to offer the children
learning opportunities both inside and outside.
The children have spent their first few weeks in Year 1 recapping phonics
sounds taught to them in Year R to ensure they are ready for the new
sounds we will be learning moving forwards. We have also read and used
some fantastic rhyming stories such as Shark in the Park, Oi Frog and Oi
Dog to inspire us with some wonderful writing this half term.
In Maths we have been focussing on place value. This has included making
numbers using different counting objects, practising our number formation,
exploring 1 more and 1 less and number order.
We are so pleased to have your children with us in Year 1 and are all
looking forwards to the adventures and achievements this year will bring!
The Year 1 Team

Year 2

We have been using lots of manipulatives and exploring different ways to make numbers up to 100.

We have had a great start to Year 2 this year with a variety of projects, activities and themes in all of our
learning. The children have impressed all of us with their amazing listening and following instructions this term,
and have shown many of our school values each day in their interactions with their peers, adults in the
classroom and others around the school. Each class has also been collecting many dojo points and earning
rewards such as the weekly Library reward, Tidy Tom, Sam Bear and Star Worker.
In English, we have been lucky enough to have two key texts to look at so far. First, we
looked at the Three Billy Goats Gruff Story. We started by retelling the story through
roleplay, looking at the vocabulary and essential writing skills to help us rewrite our
own version of the story. For the last few weeks, we have been using the Gingerbread
Man story to learn all about instructions! The children loved acting out this story,
especially saying ‘Run, Run, as fast as you can. You can’t catch me, I’m the
Gingerbread Man!’ See our roleplay images on the left! We are now looking at the skills
we need to write our own instructions.
In Maths, we have been exploring and developing our knowledge of number by counting in 1’s,
2’s, 5’s and 10’s! You can see us making numbers 0-100 on the right. We used our knowledge
here to help us in a range of Addition and Subtraction, Multiplication and Division problems. We
have also been using images, number sentences and stem sentences to develop our reasoning
and understanding. We will start to look at money next week.
We started off this term by exploring a picture called ‘The Umbrellas’ by Renoir and made our
own representations of an umbrella based on Renoir’s. Finally, for Topic we have been learning all about the
United Kingdom and the weather and features of the land by following Barnaby Bear’s travels! Below, you can
see us learning some British dances for PE! We have also been learning about plants and what they need to
grow, ready to grow our own plants after Half Term.
We hope you all have a fantastic, restful half term and look forwards to our next half term!

Year 5
Year 5 have worked extremely hard over the past half term and have settled back into school
brilliantly. We have been working hard to re-cap our Maths, English and Reading skills so we can
catch up on what we missed. We started the term with a couple of weeks looking at the picture
‘Umbrellas’ by Renoir and then started exploring our new topic which is Rivers.
In science we have briefly recapped the water cycle, before investigating what happens when
different solids are added to water. The children had to design their own fair experiment to
investigate how they could affect the rate that sugar dissolved in water.

As part of their research on the River Nile, the children learnt how the farmers have used, and
continue to use, shadufs to move water from the Nile to their fields. The children studied how they
were made, before coming up with their own design and making it. Points were given to those that
successfully moved water!

Year 6
Throughout this half term, Year 6 have been very busy at school, focusing on both ‘Take One Picture’ and the idea of innovation –
particularly in China.
TAKE ONE PICTURE

Learning about ‘Umbrellas’ by Renoir really caught our Year 6’s imaginations at the
beginning of this half term. They loved learning about history, art and science linked with
the picture. In History, the children learned about the artist (Renoir) and his life. In
Science, the children investigated refraction and how rainbows are formed and in art both
classes learned about tints and shades; creating our own umbrellas of varying blues. As
part of our Design Technology learning, we created our own frame structures and clay
models of the Statue of Liberty (as it was gifted in the same year that Renoir painted
‘Umbrellas’).

INNOVATION IN CHINA

The children have accessed a wide range of curriculum opportunities since starting this topic,
including: block printing in Art, understanding chronology in History, investigating physical and
human geography of the World and China. We are continuing to learn about the Shang Dynasty
and their influences on modern day China and the world around us. The children have also
been learning about CAM mechanisms in Design Technology, and have been making their own
moving Dragon toys.

Both classes have also taken part in some
curriculum enrichment this half term too. We
have had the opportunity to plan and cook
healthy meals (chilli https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/chillicon-carne-recipe - and homemade pizzas).
Integr8 has also given the children the
chance to explore hip-hop dancing (among
other styles).

FRENCH

Excitingly, the children have also started to learn a new language in
Year 6. We are now focusing on French and the children have begun
to learn and practice some conversational basics. Ask your children
if they can teach you how to say: hello, how are you and a response,
what’s your name and a response.

Uniform
It is lovely to see so many children looking smart in their school
uniform.
Wearing school uniform gives children a sense of identity with the
school, which helps to encourage a community spirit. We expect all
children to wear the school uniform and thank parents for
supporting this. However, we do still have a few children wearing
non school uniform items.
Our school colours are jade green, navy blue and grey. Children may
choose to wear skirts, trousers, shorts and dresses but jeans, jogging
bottoms and leggings are not acceptable.
The school uniform is as follows:
Navy polo shirt with school logo affixed
Jade sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo affixed
Grey trousers, skirt, pinafore dress or shorts - no jeans, leggings or
jogging bottoms.
Grey or white socks / Grey coloured tights
Black Shoes - Shoes need to be flat and suitable for use on the field or
playground. Footwear such as trainers, boots and high heels are not permitted.
Further details of the school uniform can be found here and the uniform policy can
be found here here.

Scopay
We are excited to announce that we now have the facility to
allow you to order your child's school meal, in advance and
from the comfort of your own home.
Scopay is a quick and easy way to remotely access your child’s account. Not only can you book
your child’s meal, you can also check their balance and make payments. It is also accessible
from devices such as laptops, tablets and mobile phones.
We strongly recommend you register with Scopay. Even if you do not currently intend to
purchase a school meal, it is a convenient way to make payments for other costs such as
visits, residential trips, swimming and breakfast club.
If you would like to register to use Scopay, please click here to request your online access
code and this will be emailed directly to you.

Keeping your information up to date with SIMS
Parentlite
It is essential that we are updated about any changes such as address,
telephone number, email address or medical conditions via the Parentlite app
as we will no longer be sending out the data collection sheets.
This is a reminder that you can now use the SIMS Parentlite App to request
changes to some of your child’s details the school holds on the school
system.
This will enable you, as a parent/carer to collect and process key information about your child/
children to ensure the data we hold is accurate and up to date.
Available on iOS, Android and via browser (www.sims-parent.co.uk) the SIMS Parentlite app
provides a convenient and accessible solution for you to electronically review and request
changes to the data held on you and your children via smartphone, tablet, or PC anytime,
anywhere.
When a change request is submitted by you, an alert is sent to the school office. The office
staff will review requests and update our pupil/student database.

Have your Say! As you know, we like to provide parents and carers with the opportunity to raise concerns,
make comments about the school in general, share new ideas which may help other parents or the school,
compliment us or simply have their say about a schooling issue. If you would like to share with us, please click
here to email us with the subject ‘Have your Say’.

Parent: I keep missing letters! How can I find out what’s happening in school?
School: Every letter is emailed home to you via
schoolcomms - look out for an email from ‘Nightingale
Primary School’. It may be in your junk folder.
If you change your email address please let us know in the
office or update it yourself using the SIMS Parentlite app
so we can ensure you do not miss out on anything
important. If you are still not receiving emails
please call or email the office and will
investigate.
All correspondence can be found here

