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Improving Attendance 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I am writing to you following progress meetings held with our teaching team. Whilst there 
is lots to celebrate in these meetings about the gains your children have been making, 
especially those with excellent attendance, I was concerned to learn how the attendance 
of some pupils is causing a concern to the point that it is affecting their education.  
 
Our current whole school attendance is below where it should be and we need your 
support in improving this.   
 
Reducing absence from school is a key priority nationally and locally because missing 
school damages a pupil’s attainment levels. As parents, we all want the best for our 
children. Having a good education is an important factor in opening up more opportunities 
in adult life. At the end of the term, we will include in our newsletter the evidenced based 
research on this as it will strike a chord with you all!  
 
When parents are calling in, we hear of coughs, colds, ‘not feeling quite right’ etc. Some 
of the reasons given are not enough to keep a child off school. Please rest assured that 
we are used to dealing with minor aliments so if you are ever unsure if your child is well 
enough to attend school, we can make an appropriate judgement and contact you if your 
child needs to be taken home. Early morning aches, coughs and colds often pass so we 
advise parents not to keep their child at home ‘just in case’ when they could be learning in 
class and having fun with their peers.  
 
Families where there are particular concerns over attendance will be contacted 
individually.  
 
Thank you for your continued support in promoting good attendance and punctuality.  

 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 

 



 

                                       

Mrs Hannah Beckett 
Headteacher 
 
  
 


