
    

   

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 2 

December 2022 

 

                                        
Dear Parents, 

 

This half term has been my best yet at Nightingale! We have seen standards rising across the 
school compared to this time last year, our children’s behaviour and attitude towards their  
learning continues to get even better as they rise to the high expectations of our teachers. 
We have finished the term on a high with the Nativity and Carol Concerts shared with so many of 
you.  I know you’ll join me in a proud applause to our children for their Christmas performances; 
with festive carols sang beautifully and lines delivered with confidence and composure.      

To continue this upward trajectory through our spring term, we ask all of you to support your  
children in the regular programme of reading set by the school and all the ways in which we  
report your children’s successes, whether it be through parents evening, school reports or 
through class dojo. This is because, it is a well-known fact that parental engagement has a large 
and positive effect on children’s learning.  

We hope that you are all able to embrace the notion of our Jolabokaflod this Christmas and take 
time to share books with your children, now and into the new year.  

Best wishes for a happy restful Christmas break filled with lots of opportunities to spend time with 
family and loved ones. See you all in 2023!  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Why is high attendance important to my child's education?  

As a parent/carer you want the best for your children. Having a good education is an  

important factor in opening up more opportunities in adult life. Did you know that:  

• a child who is absent a day of school per week misses an equivalent of two years of their school life  

• 90% of young people with absence rates below 85% fail to achieve five or more good grades of GCSE 

and around one third achieve no GCSEs at all  

• poor examination results limit young people’s options and poor attendance suggests to colleges and 

employers that these students are unreliable  

• poor school attendance is also closely associated with crime: a quarter of school age offenders have 

truanted repeatedly  

•  at least 1 million children take at least one half day off a year without permission  

• 7.5 million school days are missed each year through unauthorised absence  

It is essential that we all work together to ensure your child attends school punctually and regularly, so 

that they have access to their full entitlement of education.  

Persistent Lateness (U) code which reaches a threshold deemed unacceptable may also result in the  

issuing of a Penalty Notice, so it is vital that your child is in class by 8.45am every day please.  

 

Absence from School  

If your child will not be in school, please ensure that our school office is notified by 9.00am at the latest 
on each day of absence. This is to ensure that we know where your child is and that they are safe. It is 
our procedure to telephone contacts to ensure that we know a child’s whereabouts if they are not in 
school and will continue to telephone all listed contacts until we hear. If we have not made contact with 
an adult who can confirm the child’s whereabouts and safety by 10.00am then we will take further action 
to ensure a child’s safety, this may include visiting your home or in circumstances of extreme concern, 
requesting the police to make a welfare visit. This procedure is in light of serious incidents throughout the 
country where schools have not taken safeguarding seriously enough when children are absent from 
school.  



      EYFS  

The EYFS children are making 

such fantastic progress – we are 

so proud of them! In phonics the 

children have been working hard 

to blend the sounds they have 

learnt together to read simple 

words. 
 

 

Many of our pupils can now write their own name, hold their pencil correctly and are 

learning how to form their letters during our Kinetic Letters  

lessons.  

 

Our children love learning in our  

outside provision and have been  

developing their gross motor skills 

by using the trikes, climbing on 

the climbing frame, completing 

obstacle courses, as well as  

being creative and collaborative 

with their friends. 

 

 
 

Our Maths learning has focused on embedding our pupils understanding of  
numbers to 5, knowing which numbers make 5, comparing more and fewer with  

numbers and concrete objects. 



It has been a busy few weeks in Year 1 with Superhero dress up 

day & Autumn Watch Day. The children have started bringing their 

spelling homework home & are doing really well – thank you for 

your support with this. 

Superhero Dress Up Day 

English & Phonics.  The children have been thinking about 

familiar stories and stories on a similar theme.  They told their 

own version of ‘Leafman’ and are now working on stories 

based on the adventures of Supertato and Evil Pea.  They are 

focusing on thinking about what they want to say and using the 

sounds they know to write their own stories. 

Maths The children are becoming more confident at working 

out number bonds for all the numbers to 10 and using  

different ways to show these. We have  been working on 

counting in 2’s and using this to find a total in a group.   

2-D shape has also been a focus and  learning how to find 

and record half of a shape and then half of 

an amount. 

Art  

We have been learning how to use 

the sketching pencils to draw  

different lines, which we turned into 

a Zentangle.  We have learnt how to 

mix colours using Primary colours. 

The children  have been learning 

about Benday Dots and the work of 

Roy Lichtenstein. We created a ‘call 

out’ with our names using the dots 

and Primary colours. 

Autumn Watch Day We were rather unlucky with the weather 

but still had lots of fun in the rain. We made the most of our  

polytunnel and fort for shelter! We did some scavenger hunts in 

the school grounds, some natural art, some painting and made 

some bird feeders. 

Year 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Welcome to our Year 2 Newsletter — Autumn 2 

What a busy half term we’ve had!  Full of learning, fun and best of all getting 
ready for the performance of the century!  Take a look at all of our activities! 

There is Something Amazing Going On 

Nativity rehearsals have been taking place 
to make a really special treat to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus and to get you into the 

Christmas spirit!   

Panto Season! 
Our friends at Barton Peveril put on 
an amazing show of Peter Pan 
which we got to watch one Tuesday 
afternoon.  We learnt how to be a 
pantomime audience and shout 
phrases like ‘Oh no you didn’t!’ and 

‘He’s behind you!’  Great fun was had by all and 
invitations given for them to see our Nativity 
Play to thank them. 

Autumn Watch 
This year our Autumn Watch day was on  
Remembrance Day.  We had great fun  

making leaf crowns, poetry plates and leaf 
bugs also. We also reused the poppies 
from our remembrance art installation in 
the hall to make a waterfall of poppies on 

the hill. 



 

Panto Season 
Our friends at Barton Peveril put on 
an amazing show of Peter Pan which 
we got to watch. Great fun was had 
by all and invitations given for them 

to see our Nativity Play to thank 
them. 

There is Something Amazing 
Going On 

Nativity rehearsals have 
been taking place to make a 
really special treat to celebrate 

the birth of Jesus and to get 
you into the Christmas spirit!   

Stone Age to Iron Age 

Welcome to Year 3! 

Cave Painting 



 

 

 

 

Year 4 Autumn Term 2 

Holidays are Coming… 

 It’s hard to believe that we’ve already gotten to the end of Autumn Term. The children in 
Year 4 continue to amaze us with their incredible attitudes to learning, excellent behaviour 
and brilliant outcomes. Have a look below at some of the awesome experiences and learning 
we’ve completed this half term.  

Victorian Day 
Everyone had such a brilliant time on our Victorian Day at 
the start of this half term. The costumes were amazing and 
the home learning projects that were completed were 
 outstanding. On our Victorian Day, we tried gruel, played  
parlour games, recited a Victorian poem and took part in a 
drill lesson too.  

 

Science 
In Science, we have been learning all about electricity and 
circuits. The children have found out all about how  
electricity is pushed from a source to a device, that 
batteries make devices work harder and that some  
materials conduct electricity. They have used their 
knowledge to build working circuits and been able to 
transfer this learning into their Design  

Technology unit too.  

 

Autumn Watch 
 Our first Season Watch day of Year 4 was a 
massive success. We were incredibly lucky 
with the weather and took part in lots of 
creative tasks. We listened to a story called 
‘How Rabbit Stole Fire’ and made our own 
animal masks, went on a gratitude  
scavenger hunt, made hanging decorations 
and  made our own weather vanes.  

 

Florence Nightingale Torches 
In Design Technology, the children have been learning about torches and 
lights. In our lessons, they have evaluated existing torches, thought about their 
purpose, planned, designed and made their own modern-day torches for  
Florence Nightingale to use in the Crimean War. They used their understanding 

of circuits and added their own to their torch, so that they had a working model.  



 

Year 5 

In Maths, we used our times table knowledge to help us tackle fractions. In this unit, we  

recapped the mathematical vocabulary used, such as numerator and denominator, and learnt to 

convert mixed number and improper fractions. We also explored adding and subtracting  

fractions with different denominators. After mastering fractions, we looked into telling the time 

and converting between different units of time before investigating angles and shapes. 

Within science, we finished off our learning on light and how the eye sees before exploring how 
sounds are made and how it travels whilst defining pitch and volume. 

Autumn Watch Day allowed lots of exciting learning opportunities. The children were so excited to 
explore the outdoor during this season. Children took part in a range of maths, geography and 
English activities, which ended with them creating a huge natural piece of art using different  
coloured leaves (inspired by Art Attack). The natural world also become their template when they 
used foraged items to create a collage comparing how the world would look if we look after it, 
compared to how it would be if we didn’t.  

The children in Year 5 have continued to work exceedingly hard over this half term and have 
continued to build on their learning behaviours and resilience. Our topic of Polar Regions has 
been a huge hit with the children. We started by uncovering clues in frozen solid blocks of 
ice, researched polar regions and met a real-life Antarctic explorer (this gave the children a 
great insight into what survival in this desert land is like). In geography, Year 5 thoroughly  
enjoyed improving their geographical knowledge by taking part in some orienteering. They 
used their knowledge of the compass directions to follow and orientate a map to find the  
Polar Region countries. 



 

Year 6 

We have had an amazing term and we have worked very hard for everything and we have  
written this letter to tell you all about it. Everyone enjoyed this exciting new term everyone`s  
resilience to do their best was fantastic. Most people were very energetic throughout all. 

PE   In PE we worked on our exercise and doing things like lunges, push-ups and many more. When 

playing netball we did our chest passes, bounce passes and only allowed to hold the ball for 5 seconds. 

In football we did activities based on the world cup. 

                                                         Computing 

  Every Tuesday afternoon, we would code robots to travel across our   

tables and battle each others robots. We would also code  

using different apps across the internet.  

We also used a I-pad to control the robots [everybody loved it!]  

 English   For English we are writing a persuasive 

letter to Moss`s Pa trying to persuade him to help her 

quit her job because she is a basket girl. You may be 

thinking what is a basket girl? A basket girl is a girl 

who collects heads for the executioner!  

Christmas Singing 

This term we have been working very hard to nail our Christmas 

songs and the songs are Carol of the bells and rocking robin every 

one enjoys it. These songs are Christmas carols and songs and we 

will be singing to parents soon. We practise 

singing every day no matter what as we want 

this concert to be magnificent. This concert 

may be nerve-racking but we`ll try our best.  

  Science    In our fabulous science  

lessons, we learned about the heart and 

about what it pumps out and where it 

pumps to. We played a game where we 

had to guess the parts of the heart and it was very difficult. 

We learnt that the heart pumps de-oxygenated blood to 

the lungs and then back to the heart. Then when its back at 

the heart gives one last pump to push the blood around the 

body. We had to prove Mr Snape wrong by testing his  

theory by getting a smaller person and a 

tall person because Mr Snape thought the 

taller person had more lung capacity. 

                                                                                                                         

Written By Jake Forrest and Cam Morris 

Autumn Watch  As for autumn watch we started with drawing 

stuff from nature then later on we got into groups of 3 or 4 and 

started doing art with natures things such as Leaves, twigs and 

others we had a winner for the art but people thought it was all 

about the quality of the art but it was a bit about teamwork and 

hard work. Toby`s group worked really well together and used a 

variety of different things from nature and of course at least one 

person had to be muddy. We did a scavenger hunt where we 

would have to find things from other places around the school 

everything we found we would tick off the check list then we 

played a game to finish it off. Later on in the day, we made some 

wonderful pieces of music. It was amazing some people were  

really excited to share their song with everybody, which made 

everyone join in. One group had the beat so good everyone  

copied, it was amazing and it was so good watching them have 

fun.   



 
 





 Anti-Bullying Week  

On Monday 14
th
 November the whole school took part in ‘Odd Socks Day’.  

The aim of this special day was to highlight and celebrate how everyone is unique.  

Throughout the day many photos were taken of the classes wearing their ‘odd socks’. 

The House Captains worked with Mrs Gates to choose their favourite photo to enter a 

competition - with the prize being a visit to our school from Andy Day and the Odd Socks 

band. The winning entry was Kittiwake Class in Year 1, we will let you know if we are  

successful in the competition. Here is their fabulous photo: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the rest of our Anti-Bullying Week, our pupils Music listening focus was 

around  Anti-Bullying and the children enjoyed listening to Andy and the Odd Socks  

Anti-Bullying song ‘Calling Out’.  

We saw some fantastic learning in school throughout the week, including: 

Pupils created anti-bullying wristbands and bookmarks, each child in the class drew  

around their hand - these were then linked together to show a circle of hands reaching 

out to others, KS2 pupils discussed some of scenarios around bullying and what they 

should do.  

 

Our Nightingale pupils watched an Anti-Bullying video called 'Reach Out', which  

highlighted our school value of 'respect' as well as the importance of 'friendship',  

showing ‘Compassion’ for others and having the 'courage' to reach out if you see  

bullying or are being bullied.  

 

 

 

Respect, Courage, Compassion and Friendship, we learn to Inspire to Aspire.  

 

Kittiwake Class 
We are proud to be different 
and celebrate each one of us 

being unique. 



 

 

Book Fair 

The book fair was very well supported by you all, this 

means the school will receive some new non-fiction 

books to go in our library for the children to enjoy.  

Thank you so much for your continued support. 

 

 

Jolabokaflod 

Thank you for all of your generous donations for the 
Jolabokaflod. The children will be bringing these home 
on Friday to enjoy with their families. When children  
return in the New Year, they will be encouraged to 
 discuss the book that they were given, share their  
reading experience and possibly even read their  
favourite part out to the class, or with a friend. 

 
Thank you for your support. 

 

 



 



 



Nightingale Primary 

School 

Club 
  

Day Dates Year 
Groups 

Costs Contact Details 

Integr8 
Dance 

Wednesday 11th January to 29th March 
(excluding half term week) 
10 sessions 

Year 3 - 6 £5 per 
session 

will@integr8dance.com 

Tel 01962 808398 

Integr8 
Dance 

Thursday 12th January to 30
th
 March 

(excluding half term week) 
10 sessions 

Year R - 2 
  

£5 per 
session 
  

will@integr8dance.com 

Tel 01962 808398 

Computer 
Explorers 
  

Tuesday 10th January to 28th March 
(excluding half term week) 
10 sessions 

Year 1,2 
& 3 

  southampton@computerxplorers.co.uk 

Tel:  02381 940006 

Computer 
Explorers 

Thursday 12th January to 30
th
 March 

(excluding half term week) 
10 sessions 

Year 4, 5 
& 6 

  southampton@computerxplorers.co.uk 

Tel:  02381 940006 
  

Coach Jake 
– Cricket 

Tuesday 10th January to 28th March 
(excluding half term week) 
10 sessions 

  £36 jg7coaching@gmail.com 

  

Coach Jake 
– football 

Wednesday 11th January to 29th March 
(excluding half term week) 
10 sessions 

  £36 jg7coaching@gmail.com 

  

Coach Jake 
– Multisports 

Friday 13th January to 31
st
 March 

(excluding half term week & 
Inset day 10

th
 Feb) 

9 sessions 

  £36 jg7coaching@gmail.com 

Energy-Kidz 
Afterschool 
Care 

Daily       Tel:  0333 5771533 
info@energy-kidz.co.uk 

  

Gymnastics Mondays 9th January to 27th March 
(excluding half term week) 
10 sessions 

  £7 per 
session 
or £40 

per 
term 

jg7coaching@gmail.com 

mailto:will@integr8dance.com
mailto:will@integr8dance.com
mailto:southampton@computerxplorers.co.uk
mailto:southampton@computerxplorers.co.uk
mailto:jg7coaching@gmail.com
mailto:jg7coaching@gmail.com
mailto:jg7coaching@gmail.com
mailto:info@energy-kidz.co.uk
mailto:jg7coaching@gmail.com


 

 

We would like to wish Mrs Gosling a happy 

and restful maternity leave, put your feet 

up whilst you can! Enjoy time with your 

baby and we can’t wait to meet the new 

member of the Gosling family. 

 

 

 

Farewell (adieu) to Mrs Pink,  

Thank you for all of your hard 

work at Nightingale, we will all 

miss you. Goodluck with your new 

venture outside of Education, they 

are very lucky to have you. 



Taking our Values Beyond the School 

If your child has demonstrated our school values outside of school and you’d like to 

share with us, please let us know at teachers@nightingale.hants.sch.uk 

 Kyran from Jackdaw class 

received a trophy for being 

player of the day for his 

football team.  

 

Congratulations Kyran 

 

 

  

Karis from  Owl class took part 
in a twirling competition and 
achieved a 2nd place for her 
military strut and a 3rd place for 
her Pom strut with the harmony 
twirlers. 

 

Congratulations Karis! 
Dunior from Peregrine 

class sang in front of a 

sell out  audience at the 

Berry theatre, he was 

amazing!  

Well done Dunior! 

 
Miss Budd started her festivities 
by going to see Evelyn perform for 
the first time in the Nutcracker .  

Well done Evelyn! 

 

  

 

   Nightingale’s 

 Super Stars 

 Leo from Sparrow class  

Received Parents player and 

man of the match for his  

football. Well done Leo! 

Congratulations 

everyone, we are 

super proud of 

you all! 



 

 

Nightingale Noticeboard 

January 

2nd January 1st day back after the Christmas holidays 

6th January New year Disco - Year’s R, 1 & 2 - 4:00 - 5:15 

               Year’s 3,4,5 & 6  - 5:45  - 7:15  

10th January  Yr 3 -  Roman Dress up day $ Mr Tilly’s live show. 

December 

16th December  Half Day -  KS1 :  1:15pm KS2:  1:20pm 

19th December—2nd January Christmas Holiday 

February 

10th February  Inset day 

13th—17th February Half Term 


