
Nightingale News
Spring Term 2 - April 2022

Dear Parents, 
  
How time flies! What a busy half term it has been with Spring 
Watch, World Book Day, Mock SATS tests for our Year 6s, a 
Listen2Me Concert, a farm visit, a trip to the Winchester Science 
Centre and Planetarium, a whole school disco, mid-year reports 
and parents evening.  As ever, the Nightingale Team work together 
to raise standards in every area whilst ensuring your children are 
successful, happy and growing into responsible citizens.   
  

For us, it feels that spring has well and truly sprung! The sun has shone, the skies have 
been blue more than they have grey and the blossom has burst out on trees around our 
school. However, the season surprises us still with its biting cold winds and the flurries of 
snow experienced last week when all lessons were paused to wonder in the delight. As we 
emerge from what has been a long, dark winter, the springtime and approaching Easter 
reminds us of new life and a fresh start.  
  
Our school continues to move forward, with more activities opening up, more school trips 
and school visitors, volunteers back listening to readers, the whole school once again 
enjoying assemblies all together, increasing year groups enjoying their lunch in the hall 
and our Year R and Year 6s enjoying learning and playing alongside their buddies.  
  
With Easter approaching, new life, and new springtime light in our daily lives, we must 
take a moment to appreciate the beauty that surrounds us and how we can make the most 
of each opportunity offered to us.   
  
Thank you for working with your child’s teacher, our school staff and myself, to strengthen 
our partnership to give your child the very best teaching, learning and supportive 
environment for everyone to feel safe and to flourish.   
  
Please do enjoy our Spring 2 newsletter, which is full of celebration and exciting learning. 
Thank you to all our staff and volunteers who have made it all possible!  
  
Have a fabulous Easter break and enjoy precious time with friends and loved ones.   
  

 
Mrs Hannah Beckett 
Headteacher 



APRIL

Easter Holiday 
Monday 11th - Friday 22nd April

Monday 25th First day back following Easter Holiday

Thursday 28th Hillier Gardens Visit (Year 1)

Friday 29th Egyptian Day & Workshop (Year 4)

MAY

w/c 3rd May Swimming Commences

Monday 9th Sea City Museum (Year 3)

Monday 9th SATS Week (Year 6)

w/c Monday 16th Walk to School Week

Summer Term Half Term 
Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

JUNE

Monday 6th Inset Day

Tuesday 7th First day back following Half Term

Tuesday 7th Shakespeare Workshop (Year 6)

Thursday 9th Photographer Visiting for class photos

Friday 10th Marwell Zoo (Year 2)

Staffing Update 

Mrs Clark 

This half term, we have said a very sad farewell to Mrs Clark 
who is leaving Nightingale at Easter.   The children and staff 
will miss her bubbly and positive personality but we wish her 
all the best in her new role.  Mr Snape will be joining us after 
Easter as the new teacher in Skylark. 

In February we welcomed back the fabulous Mrs Windsor 
who has joined Jackdaw Class as an LSA.   

Mrs Windsor

JUNE

Wednesday 22nd 
Crestwood Transition Day (Cherbourg 
campus) (Year 6)

Friday 24th Inset Day

Monday 27th Toynbee Transition Day (Year 6)

Wednesday 29th 
Crestwood Transition Day (Shakespeare 
campus) (Year 6)

Thursday 30th Kings’ School Transition Day (Year 6)

JULY

w/c Monday 11th & 18th Minstead Residential (Year 4)

Summer Holidays 
Friday 22nd July - Wednesday 31st August

SEPTEMBER

Thursday 1st First day back following Summer Holiday

Please note - All dates  / events are subject to change 
Please c l ick here for a l l  the latest news and events  

Does your child suffer with hay fever?  

If your child suffers with hay fever, please could you ensure you give them a full dose of 
antihistamine BEFORE they come into school.  Unfortunately, we do not have antihistamine in 
school.             

For advice on which antihistamine is best for your child, please speak to your pharmacist.   

A detailed pollen count forecast for Eastleigh can be found here   

More information on hay fever can be found here 

https://www.nightingale.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Hillier-Gardens-Arboretum-24.01.22.pdf
https://www.nightingale.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Egyptian-Day-Workshop-29.04.22.pdf
https://www.nightingale.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Sea-City-Museum-09.05.22.pdf
https://www.nightingale.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Marwell-Zoo-10.06.22.pdf
https://weather.com/en-GB/forecast/allergy/l/SO53:4:UK
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/hay-fever/
https://www.nightingale.hants.sch.uk/news-and-events/
https://www.nightingale.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/Minstead-Residential-Letter-20.09.21.pdf


Parent Governors Needed 
  
Nightingale Primary School has an exciting and challenging opportunity for you to join its 
governing body. 
  
We are looking for parents who have a real interest in primary education and a desire to 
help Nightingale on its journey to becoming an exceptional school. 
  
A background in education is not necessary but good people skills, a willingness to 
learn, attend meetings and training, are essential to the role. 
  
It would be an advantage if you had some skills in leadership, management, finance, 
strategic planning, and human resources to improve the educational opportunities for our 
children. 
  
Being a governor is an extremely important and rewarding voluntary role, providing an 
opportunity for you to give something back to your local community. The time 
commitment is about 6 hours per half term to attend full governing body and committee 
meetings plus time to undertake planned visits to see the school at work. 
  
Full training and support are available to support you in the role. 
  
Please contact Laura Stagg, Chair of Governors, in the first instance for any questions at 
laura.stagg@nightingale.hants.sch.uk or speak to the Headteacher Mrs Hannah 
Beckett.   
  
Parents interested in standing as a governor must complete a school governor 
application form which must be returned to us via email to 
adminoffice@nightingale.hants.sch.uk. 
  
Applications need to be sent in by 6th May. You will be invited to a short discussion on 
the role and what you will bring to it with the intention that you will take up your post in 
June 2022. 
  
Yours sincerely,        

 
Mrs Hannah Beckett                                          Mrs Laura Stagg 
Headteacher                     Chair of Governors  

https://www.nightingale.hants.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/school-governor-application-form-school.docx
mailto:adminoffice@nightingale.hants.sch.uk


 

Comic Relief 2022

 

This year Nightingale Primary School took 
part in Comic Relief by wearing our hair 
differently to school for the day, even the 
staff got involved. There were certainly some 
wacky and interesting hair dos by both pupils 
and staff.


We also raised money for the charity by 
holding a House Bake a Difference Cake Sale. The cake 
sale was a huge success, and as a school we managed to raise 

a fantastic £588.00 which 
was amazing.


The winning House for the 
cake sale was Beech House 
who sold the most cakes 
and therefore received a 
special treat. The children in 
Beech House won an extra 
playtime, using the circus 
equipment that 
we have in 
school and 
playing games 
together as 
House.


Well done again 
to all the 
House Captains 
and their 
helpers for 
doing such a 

fantastic job on the day 
selling so many cakes and raising such a wonderful 
amount of money for charity.


Many thanks again to all our brilliant 
families for coming and buying so 
many cakes on Comic Relief Day.


 




YOUNG GOVERNORS

On Monday 28th March the 
Young Governors took part in 
t h e T i n y Fo r e st e v e nt 
organised by Earth watch.  
The idea of a Tiny Forest is to 
re-connect people with nature 
as well as being part of 

something that helps to mitigate the effects of 
climate change one forest at a time. 


We walked to Fleming Park where the children met the scientists and 
learnt all about the four layers of the forest. During the morning the 
children planted over one hundred trees of twenty-three 
varieties. The children were amazing and also 
enjoyed meeting the Mayor of Eastleigh Councillor 
Cynthia Garton. You can see the new forest if you 
walk past Magpie Lane. The children will be visiting 
the forest again later in the Summer term now that 
they have been invited to become Tiny Forest Tree 
Keepers.  

Swimming is due to start week commencing 2nd May for all children in Years 1 - 6.  
We are asking for a contribution of £18 per child to assist us with the 
considerable cost of running this wonderful facility.  

Children will need a swimming kit which should be labelled with their name and class.  Kit should include: 

Children will swim in all weathers so please ensure your child has their swimming kit in school each week for 
their swimming session. 

Look out for an email with further information regarding a contribution and 
timetable.  

• 1 piece swimming costume or trunks 
• Swimming hat (available to purchase from school for £1) 

• Towel  
• A bag to keep it in



 

²



Art – Painting & Portraits.  The children have 

been using their colour mixing knowledge to paint 

beautiful flowers. They have also been learning how 

to get the proportions right when drawing portraits. 

First they practiced these skills on a white board. 

They will then combine all these skills to attempt a 

portrait of the queen to celebrate her Jubilee year. 
 

History – Your Majesty. We have been busy learning about 

what it means to be a monarch, who our current monarch is 
and who can be a monarch.  We have used a variety of sources 
including websites, information books & photos to find out about 
the Royal Family and fascinating facts about our Queen. We 
have also watched part of her coronation and discovered that 
this was one of the first major events to ever have been 
broadcast live and lots of people brought their first ever TV for 
this speical occasion. 

  

This half term we have been learing a lot about the Royal Family and 
especailly about Queen Elizabeth 11 and why this year is so special for her.  

English.   We have been looking carefully at fictional 
books about the queen. We used ‘The Queen’s Hat’ to 
explore plurals and learn when to use ‘s’ or ‘es’. We 
have also been looking at ‘The Birthday Crown’ and 
writing letters to Mrs Beckett with our ideas for how we 
would like to celebrate the Queen’s special year at 
Nightingale Primary School. We are looking forward to 
reading her reply. 
 

Maths – Money, Subtraction & 

Greater/Less Than.  The children have been 

working with numbers to 50 to compare amounts 
using the words greater and less than. They have 
been adding and subtracting using the part part 
whole and the bar method and used this to solve 
simple problems. They have also been learning how to 
make different money amounts using 1p, 2p. 5p and 
10p coins. 

 



Welcome to our Year 2 Newsletter 
Spring 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our second half of the spring term has been busy and full of excitement! They have 
had lots going on and have continued to work hard. 

 
 

World Book Day! 
We had an amazing day celebrating world book day. The 

children were super excited to come to school dressed up as 
their favourite book characters and we loved exploring our  

chosen focus book for the day ‘Jabari Tries’. Here are some 
of our amazing outfits. Ask your child all about the book we 

explored and what we decided the book taught us. 
 

Comic Relief Day 
For Comic Relief Day (or ‘Red Nose Day’ as it is also called), we 
wore some crazy hairstyles to celebrate our differences and what 

makes us unique. The teachers were super impressed with the looks 
the children came up with and they really enjoyed the day. The 
cake sale was a huge success with lots of money raised and the 

winning Beech house got an extra playtime as their prize for selling 
the most cakes, well done Beech House! 

Cooking 
The Year 2 students have been really enjoying their cooking 
sessions this half term. They were all so brave during the 
tasting sessions and got to try lots of different flavours that 
they mightn’t have tried before. Cooking has been one of the 
highlights of the term with the children being super excited 
about it every week. Well done everyone! 

 

Spring Watch Day 
We were super lucky with the weather for our Spring 
Watch day which was great! We had a great day 
doing a scavenger hunt, making nature names, 
decorating dens and making bird kites. We even got to 
enjoy our lunch in the woodland walk which was quite 
a treat. Testing our kites out on the hill and making 
daisy chains finished our day on a high! 



 

We have really enjoyed mastering our 
throwing and catching skills in our P.E. 
sessions and with Coach Jake. We are 

practising bowling, helicopter and over-arm 
throws to support us in bench ball and 

dodgeball games. The children have loved 
practising and are very competitive.   

Music has continued with the children 
becoming more proficient in playing the 

recorder. We can’t wait for our concert next 
week! 

 

This half term we have been learning all about volcanoes. 
The children have enjoyed building their geographical 
knowledge of how volcanoes are formed and where the 

majority of the volcanoes in the world are found. In English, 
we have been looking at various non-fiction texts to learn 

more about volcanoes. Figurative language has been a focus 
in our writing and the children have been extremely creative. 
They have written some fantastic poetry in the form of haikus 

and shape poems which they are really proud of. 

We have been conducting some experiments in Science. We 
thoroughly enjoyed making raisins dance and melting solid 

blocks of ice.    

 

In Maths, we have been building our knowledge on 
fractions to recognise equivalent fractions. We have 
since been exploring angles and can now recognise 

acute, right, obtuse and reflex angles in various 
shapes. This week, we have been building our 

confidence with mental methods in addition and 
subtraction.   

 

Spring Watch was a very successful day. Building volcanoes 
in the woodland walk, pastel drawings and building sun-

catchers. We found lots of minibeasts in the woodland walk 
and some beautiful vegetation and flowers around the school 
ground. Classes particularly enjoyed building volcanoes and 

their own model city of Pompeii. 

 



    Year 4 Newsletter 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Forest School and Spring Watch 
Spring is coming and we have been able to get out into 
the beautiful weather… Here’s what we have been up to: 

 
 

Our topic this half term is Coastlines! Here is some of our 
creative geography for this half term… 

  
 

Welcome to Year 4! 

We made a cave, arch, stack and stump out of bread in groups of 
three. It was really fun, we all enjoyed it.  

We made a headland with sand, pebbles, rock and shingle. We put 
them into piles and then we built a beach and were allowed to cut 

our paper to make people, fish and sea life.  
We are also learning how to keep the sea life safe and to stop 

rubbish polluting the ocean. And how to encourage people to clean 
up the ocean. We watched a video on how to keep the ocean clean - 

Tuliah 
 
 





 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Spring Watch  

Year 6 have been loving our outdoor learning days and 
Springwatch was no different! We had fun making 
weather vanes to measure the direction of the wind, 

made clay faces and created bee bombs out of 
compost, wildflower seeds and flour.  

Mock SATs Week 
Although it has not been long since our last Mock SATS week, the children 
have blown us away with their next mock SATS. They have shown brilliant 

resilience, having a go at all the questions and we are seeing lots of 
improvement in the scores. We don’t have long until the big week so make 

sure you are using your revision guides and asking any questions!   

Rainforests  

In Spring 2, we have been really enjoying our topic of Rainforests. We have 
learnt about different rainforests around the world, learning the layers of the 
rainforest and researching the animals that live there. This will lead onto our 

next half term where we will be doing some learning about Fairtrade.   

Spring 2 has been a fantastic term for Year 6! They have continued to impress us with their hard work, 
creativity and perseverance with learning. Only a few more weeks when they are sure to blow us away with 

their attitude and resilience in SATS week!   

Art and DT 
We have been loving learning about the animals of the rainforest and 
using this learning in our Art and DT. Year 6 have been so creative 
using oil pastels and sewing techniques to create artwork and hand 

puppets based on frogs, toucans, jaguars and other animals. We have 
been particularly impressed with some of the sewing skills of our year 
6’s, using a combination of running stitch, overstitch, backstitch and 

even blanket stitch! Amazing work!  



 

 

 

 
Another successful World Book Day was had by all at Nightingale 
Primary School this year. And what a treat it was being able to 
celebrate it face-to-face! It was wonderful to see all of the children 
dressed up as their favourite book characters, indulging in 
different stories and books throughout the day. 

This year, the children 
entered a ‘Creative Book 
Character’ competition 
where they crafted their 
favourite book character 
at home, using materials 
and resources of their 
choice. We had some 
fabulous entries and it 
was a tricky task deciding 
which the winning 
creations were!   

Mary Poppins (aka Mrs Beckett) 
was our guest adjudicator and took 
great pleasure in looking closely at 
each entry, considering the 
individuality and intricacy of each. 
There were so many wonderfully 
innovative designs, showcasing 
Nightingale’s pupils’ creativity at its 
best! 



Taking our Values Beyond the School Gates 
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Jack completed the Hendy Fun Run 
where he ran 1.2km around Fleming 
Park.

Brooke, who recently achieved a 
distinction for the Grade 2 in Musical 
Theatre, is a superstar in the 
making.  Brooke recently performed 
with her youth theatre ‘Centre Stage 
Productions’ where she sang a solo 
of ‘A Million Dreams’ from the 
musical ‘The Greatest Showman’.  
This Easter, Brooke will be 
performing in a production of the 
Wizard of Oz with comedian Bobby 
Davro and X factor ‘star’ Steve 
Richie at the Anvil in Basingstoke.   

Pinelopi received a certificate for her 
dancing.

Joe received his silver award in Cubs 
which is the highest award you can be 
given as a Cub!  Well done Joe!  

If your child has demonstrated our school values outside of school and 
you’d like to share with us, please let us know at 

teachers@nightingale.hants.sch.uk

Jennifer has been putting a huge amount of effort and 
determination into all of her Triathlete training.  

Charlie participated in a Cubs 
Scrapheap challenge where he won the 
district competition and then he teamed 
up with other cub winners to go in the 
Hampshire finals where his team came 
2nd.  Congratulations!   

Frankie 
received a 
certificate 
and medal for 
being on 
stage at the 
Bournemouth 
Pavilion.

George is doing really well in Cubs and 
has so far earned 26 badges. 

mailto:teachers@nightingale.hants.sch.uk


NORTH STONEHAM COMMUNITY GROUP

SATURDAY 16 APRIL 10AM - 2PM

Collect a free hunt sheet from 
the YMCA and find all of the 
Easter eggs across the park.

www.eastleigh.gov.uk/nsp-easter

Free children’s Easter craft activities 
in the YMCA. 10am -12pm.

FREE 
EVENT 
JUST TURN 

UP!

Supported by

Millers Ark

This week, EYFS and Year 1 were visited by Millers Ark 
Mobile Farm.  The children were able to interact with a range 
of animals including: KunkKune Pigs, goats and Valais 
Blacknose sheep.  The children were able to touch, and groom 
the animals as well as talk with the farmer who taught them 
about the animals and what he does. Much of the children’s 
work will be based around this fabulous experience.



